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Indicators 2018 2023

Total Population 2,413,643 3,022,401

Working Age Population (15+ years) 1,531,967 1,876,122

Employed 725,742 546,805

Unemployed (broad definition) 364,411 662,373

Unemployed (strict definition) 179,292 320,442

Labour Force (broad definition) 1,090,153 1,209,178

Labour Force (strict definition) 905,034 867,247

Potential Labour Force (discouraged jobseekers) 185,119 341,931

Rates

Labour Force Participation Rate (broad) 71.2% 64.5%

Labour Force Participation Rate (strict) 59.1% 46.2%

Employment to Population Ratio 47.4% 29.1%

Unemployment Rate (strict) 19.8% 36.9%

Unemployment Rate (broad) 33.4% 54.8%

Youth (15-34 Years)

Youth Population 876,908 1,018,529

Employed 310,854 252,886

Unemployed (broad) 265,770 401,599

Unemployed (strict) 131,357 202,144

Labour Force (broad) 576,624 654,485

Labour Force (strict) 442,150 455,030

Potential Labour Force (discouraged jobseekers) 134,474 199,455

•

•
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Broad Strict

•

NSA has reported the broad definition of unemployment as the official rate in every labour 
force edition since the two measures were split in 2000

The strict definition has 
been used as the ’23 
unemployment rate, leading 
to the impression that 
Namibia’s unemployment 
crisis has only marginally 
worsened
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Note: The 2023 NLFS reports education by simplified categories: e.g. “Primary”, “Secondary”, “Tertiary”. The 2018 NLFS  disaggregates this further, e.g. “Junior secondary” and “Senior secondary”; and “Completed year 1, 2, or 3 
(in tertiary education)” and “University certificate, diploma, or degree”. However, the respective groups are combined into one category in the 2023 report.
The 2018 unemployment rate uses the broad definition, while 2023 uses the strict definition. Unfortunately, 2023 does not include this according to the broad classification.
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Industry 2018 2023
‘18 to '23 
Change

% Change

Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 167,242 88,277 -78,965 -47.2%

Mining & Quarrying 12,087 14,337 2,250 18.6%

Manufacturing 45,057 53,491 8,434 18.7%

Electricity, Gas, Steam & Aircon Supply 3,278 1,601 -1,677 -51.2%

Water Supply, Sewerage, Waste Management & 
Remediation Activities

4,095 2,379 -1,716 -41.9%

Construction 45,057 28,661 -16,396 -36.4%

Wholesale & Retail Trade, Repair of Vehicles 80,852 54,618 -26,234 -32.4%

Logistics 24,710 18,137 -6,573 -26.6%

Accommodation & Food Services 83,056 29,324 -53,732 -64.7%

ICT 7,141 8,164 1,023 14.3%

Financial Services 13,861 16,691 2,830 20.4%

Real Estate 1,050 1,011 -39 -3.7%

Professional, Scientific & Technical Activities 8,648 15,736 7,088 82.0%

Administrative & Support Service Activities 29,951 50,884 20,933 69.9%

Public Administration & Defence, Social Security 34,174 36,012 1,838 5.4%

Education 46,923 38,209 -8,714 -18.6%

Health & Social Work 19,527 18,448 -1,079 -5.5%

Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 4,910 3,175 -1,735 -35.3%

Other Service Activities 20,865 24,064 3,199 15.3%

Activities of Households, Undifferentiated
Producing Activities of Households for Own Use

72,185 43,149 -29,036 -40.2%

Activities of Extraterritorial Organisations & Bodies 1,035 401 -634 -61.3%

Not elsewhere classified 37 36 -1 -2.7%

Total 725,742 546,805 -178,937 -24.7%

Source: Namibia Statistics Agency
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Mining & Quarrying
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Accommodation & Food Services
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Financial Services
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Wholesale & Retail Trade
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Logistics

Strong growth, but 
capital-intensive.

Stronger employment, but 
weakened industry in ‘23. 
Low diamond prices and 
consumer affordability.
Employment likely to decline 
with lag effects.

Contractions in both 
employment and 
size of economy.

Decimated by the 
pandemic and 
struggling domestic 
demand. Employment 
down 65%.

Near-perfect 
correlation with 
overall GDP due to 
interlinkages.

Employment down 
32%. No material 
change in GDP 
with strong real 
revenue.

2018 2023 All other years where labour force data exists
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Personal Income Tax and Rough Contributions*

FY '23/'24 Income Tax Revenue N$ 18,560 Billion

Minimum taxable income in FY '23/'24 N$ 4,167

Employed persons earning >N$5,000 pm in '23 164,702 individuals

~ Average income tax contribution N$ 112,688

'23 population/contributors ratio 18.4

Minimum taxable income in FY '24/'25 N$ 8,333

Employed persons earning >N$10,000 pm in '23 114,567 individuals

~ Average income tax contribution N$ 162,001

'23 population/contributors ratio 26.4

*Rough calculations. Data is not disaggregated further, so the nearest income group above the minimum taxable income is used. Not all individuals earning these amounts pay income tax as some operate under the 
informal market. Population = 3,022,401 (2023 Census). No adjustments to values made (e.g. adjusting for inflation or expected employment and population change in FY ’24/’25). FY not directly comparable with 
calendar year.
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